
Written Representation - The Pavilion, Skate Park and Children's Playground at Wigmore 
Valley Park. 

Stop Luton Airport Expansion have not been able to find out what the plans are for the 
current Wigmore Valley car park.  It is not clear from the applicants DCO submission and 
Luton Borough Councils Evidence PSCP a 17/02300/EIA Airport Way - Century Park 
permission granted on 29 June 2021 on what is planned for this car park.  

Evidence PSCP a.  https://planning.luton.gov.uk/online-
applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=P15LFYKG05100&activeTab=summary  (accessed 
20/8/23) 

Under the 17/02300/EIA Airport Way planning permission the Wigmore Pavilion will include 
a new cafe, a Skate board area and next to it a new play park.  Evidence PSCP c. This will 
attract visitors to the facilities and not all will be Wigmore residents and car park provision 
will need to be required for them.  Evidence PSCP d.  From the approved plans, the play 
park looks particularly exciting and we have not seen anything like this in Luton and it will 
certainly bring in Luton residents from all over the Borough. 

SLAE are concerned that with the car park so close to the proposed new terminal, it will 
become crowded with cars picking up and dropping off passengers going to the airport or 
those holiday makers with money to burn and not concerned about the fines. There will be 
some who may abandon cars if they have a one way ticket, and those who live in countries 
where parking fines will not be chased (social media is a good communications tool).  Who 
wouldn't like to park there and enjoy a cup of coffee whilst waiting to pick up passengers, 
especially delayed flights.  There will be waiting cars to pick up workers from the airport and 
Green Horizons Park (if ever built).  Evidence PSCP a & PSCP b.  The current car parking 
limits allow xxx hours free parking, enough time to drop off and collect passengers.  Cars will 
be parked on verges and the road entrance and will the road be wide enough if cars are 
parked either side, for cars to travel on both sides of the road with allowances for vehicles 
such as Fire Engines to get through unimpeded. 

How will groups that have mobility needs be able to park?  How will residents be able to 
park, as not every trip can be made by the DART, public transport, bike or walking?  And 
then there will be visitors with children from surrounding towns taking a day out to plane 
spot, play in the park and have a coffee whilst doing so.  What parking enforcement will be 
in place? 

SLAE cannot see how this will work and think that this has been missed from 17/02300/EIA 
Airport Way permission and the DCO application, has it? 

SLAE ask the inspectors to make a condition if the DCO is approved that the Pavilion, Skate 
park and play park as given planning permission is delivered as detailed in 17/02300/EIA and 
protected in law like the Green Controlled Growth proposal.  If GCG can become law then so 
can Wigmore Valley Park amenities offered to benefit the residents.  We are suspicious that  
Pavilion and play park plans will be cut back when it comes to local planning decisions made 
after the DCO application process has completed.   
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